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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


6459 


ACTION 

September 25, 1975 



GENERAL SCOWCROFT 
THOMAS J. BARNEB^^ 
Vietnamese Repatriates on Guam 


A two-man Vietnamese-speaking U. S. survey team recently returned 
from talks with the repatriates on Guam. The team believes that 
there is high possibility for further violent demonstrations that could 
lead to injuries and even loss of life to U. S. marshals. The U. N. 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is currently in Vietnam 
attempting to get local Government acceptance of the return of the 
repatriates. I recommend that you urge the Secretary, who apparently 
has already consented to the ship option for sending them back to 
Vietnam but has reserved a decision on the timing, to authorize an 
announcement to the repatriates before the end of September. The 
announcement could state that we will facilitate their return by the 
Vietnamese commercial vessel Thuong Tin One. 

The refugees recently sent a letter (Tab A) to the President, and to 
both Houses of Congress, asking that we permit them to return to 
Vietnam by ship. The Inter-Agency Task Force provided the 
Secretary a 17-page recommendation (a draft is at Tab B) that we 
send the refugees back by ship provided that the UNHCR emerges 
from Vietnam empty-handed, as we expect him to do. 


There are adequate funds for outfitting the ship for the voyage. The 
outfitting process should take two to three weeks. The Thuong Tin 
One is a commercial vessel which poses no MAP problems. Giving 
the repatriates early notice that they will be returning by the method 
they desire, and keeping them busy in helping to outfit and test-run 
the vessel, should keep their minds off violence. The repatriates 
have set their own deadline of the end of September. 

Julfe Taft (or her deputy, Robert Keeley) is scheduled to go to Guam 
September 30. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

* 

Provided the UNHCR receives a negative Vietnamese response, 
that you urge the Secretary by September 27 to permit either Julia 
Taft or Robert Keeley to announce to the repatriates that we will 
enable them to return to Vietnam by ship. 
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